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Arts & Cu ltu re Forum 22"" June 2005
SPACE, Roundacre Townhouse

Minutes

Present:
Denise Gannon (Chai r )
Charlie l\/lead
Stef Pafry
Sue Chapman
Ann Coltman
Cel ia  Ebrahimi

l\,4lke Peart
Paul  Nagle

Bafbara Bowhill
Gina Stickings
Fiona Cheek
Vin Harrop
Peter Patterson
Apologies:
T m Balogun
Jenni fer  Gannon
Alan l\,4organ
T na Jetfree
Lyn Colderoy
l\/l ike Harrington
ln attendance:
Clare Bulrell

Presentation - Young at'Art, Clare Burrell, Essex Youth Service
To celebrate National Youth Wofk Week in November, Essex Youth Service in
Basildon is holding a young person's ad exhibition in the Towngate Theatre.
C are explained that the inv tation is open to all voluntary organisations
working with children and young people to exhibit. Flyers and application
packs were distributed at the meeting.

BBW CVS
Baslldon Philatel c Society
Cherry Tree Primary Schoo
Baslldon Stitching Club
Baslldon Stitching Club
Hilltop Infant School
W ckford Church of England Infant School
(Wickford Schools' Cluster)
Bas ldon Theatre Company
Baslldon Theatre Company/
Basrldon and District Arts Association
Bas ldon Locality Youth Service, Essex County Council
Bas ldon Youth Service, Essex County Council
BBWCVS (Nilinutes)
Essex Ga lery
BAT

Bas ldon District Council
Books & Booze Readers
Woodlands School
Third Edge Theaire
Grange Prirf ary School
START

Basildon Locality Manager, Essex Youth Service

Clare added that the exhibit ion wou d be open
Date: 2no November 2005
Venue: Towngate Theatre, St l\,4art ns Square,
T ime:  1oam -  gpm

to the public.

Basildon

lssues were raised about subsidised transport for young people to get to and
from the event - particularly during school time.

A suggestion was also made to Clare that she writes to Counc lor Tony
Hedley to ask for an extension of the exhibition onto the following day and the



possibility of waiving some monies due to put on the exhibit on The exhlbit on
- s supported by ihe Towngate Theatre Development Fund

AGREED: that the Art & Culture Forum suoDorts the event.

2. Minutes of last meeting/matters arising
Councrllor Hedley's presentation was viewed as good but lengthy. lvlost of the
presentation was related tothe Olyrnpic20'12 bid. Members of the Forum
were asked to feed the r comments and ideas to Paul Nagle to put together a
formal response to the development plans.
Action: All/PN

3. Taster Days
Suggestions:
. An arts taster month'on the run-up to the Basildon Festiva 2006
. The taster day would be idealfor ihe new extended schools agenda

(schoo s open beyond core teaching hours for community activities)
A discussion took place aboui the appropr ate role for Bl\ilE groups in the
Forum - it was decided that cultural groups should be approached to make
connections, both fof involvement in Forum meetings and participation in
the tastef events.

. Schoo s could be used for taster days. Weekends should not be a
p roorem.

. lt was felt that it was not feasible to plan effectively for a taster day n
Wickford in Autumn 2005.

. lt was proposed that the taster days are held thfoughout the district n
NAaylJune 2006 as an arts taster month' leading up to BasFest 2006.

. Workshop suggestion s fo r taster days could incude: Digital art. recording
studio experience, media recording & editing. l\,4ClDJ wofkshops,
periormances (jamming. poetry), exploring architectufe & design, fashion,
stitching and oiher crafts. DJ mixing sessions.

. Workshops should be ffee

. ldeas about the locations for the taster sessjons wefe suggested. Events
_ should be taken to the community. Some activities would need to be

carried out indoors. wh lst others could be outside. Performances could be
carried out in pubs, town centres, community centres, schools. librafies
and possibly Festival Leisure Park.

. Capoeira Dance

. Exhibitions from various gfoups could be included. Wickford schools have
art exhibitions in June that could be tied into.

. We would need to follow up with something afterwafds to tre it all together
lvlarketing was important

. A publ city/fesearch table at the Basfest 2005. To research local aititudes
to arts and culture in the local area. to publicise ihe Forum and to gauge
enthusiasm for the taster month.

The following comments had been put foMard by people not in attendance:
. Alan lvlorgan had lnformed Paul that as Woodlands School now has

specialist status in Perfofming Arts, part of theif remit is to work with the
community provding workshops etc. so thls could be tied in with the
taster sesstons.



. Jennrfer Gannon had suggested a discussion of short stories and favorrite
books couLd be inc uded in the taster sessions as an introduction to
reading groups. She also suggested that workshops couid provide kits for
participants.

5. Funding
Paul Nagle is putting in a funding application to BDC Grants to Organisations
regarding admin costs in the next few weeks. Other funding, particularly that
concerned with young people, may also be appfopriate.

AGREED: to have a taster month.
ACTIONS:

Submit suggestions for Gloucester Park development to PN
Forrnal response to Gloucester Park development p ans
Start think ng of a snappy tltle for the taste

PIVFC/DGStad formulating ideas into a strategy and begin approaching
relevant people

PN Work on a budqet for 'taster month'
Approach Norman Redican to see if survey/stand at BasFest s
feasible

Any Other Business
The forum is gettlng a web page on the BBWCVS website. There is now an
email address for the forum - artsandcu ltu fe@bbwcvs. orq. uk

Towngate Theatfe. Reports have been circulating in the Echo that the selling
of f  or  bu l ldoz ing of  the theat re is  be ing cons idered.  There is tobesome
regeneration of the St lvlariins Square area and the future of the Towngate
may be ncofporated into this Thefe is a possibility that if the Towngate is
demolished that a new arts centre mav be built in ts olace.

Date of next meetings

Tuesday 26th July
Wednesday 7'" September

7.30pm Studios 2, Bardfield School. Basildon
7.30om Hi ltoo lnfants School. W ckford


